
 

 

Behind the Scenes Look at Disney’s New “Happily Ever After.”  
By Kayla Gowan 

 
 Have you ever wondered what goes into the production of a Walt Disney World 
nighttime firework spectacular? We’re here to give you a behind-the-scenes look at one of 
Disney’s best kept secrets - their creative production team.  
 As you may have heard, “Happily Ever After” is the new nighttime fireworks spectacular 
at Walt Disney World. This show is set to debut at the Magic Kingdom Park on May 12. 
“Happily Ever After” will take guests on an adventure as beloved Disney characters set out to 
pursue their dreams but encounter obstacles and villains on their way to finding their happily 
ever after.  
 This behind-the-scenes look will give you an idea of what went into the creation of the 
most elaborate nighttime show in Disney theme park history. “Happily Ever After” will feature 
the latest in fireworks, projections technology and pyrotechnics, plus original animation and a 
new musical score. All of which come together to tell a unique and heartwarming story filled 
with magic, triumph and happily ever after.  
 This show is designed to take guests on a journey through the stories of classic Disney 
films like “Aladdin” and “The Lion King” and modern films like “Moana” and “Zootopia.” Walt 
Disney Animation Studios artists were able to bring some of their favourite Disney characters 
back to life because in addition to the latest in fireworks, pyrotechnics, lasers and lights, 
“Happily Ever After” will also feature new hand-drawn Disney character animation sequences of 
Ursula, Aladdin, Princess Tiana and more. Therefore, new original animations will be brought to 
life on Cinderella’s castle for the first time ever.  
 “For me, it’s a thrill because ‘Aladdin’ was the first Disney film I worked on and to come 
back and be animating Aladdin again after 25 years, I’m feeling that same sort of excitement 
again,” said Disney Animator, Randy Haycock. “It’s the same thrill I got when I first started 
working here - It’s a dream to be a Disney animator.” 
 Check out a video sneak peek of Disney Animation Studios new hand-drawn designs 
here!  
 One special tool that the Disney Parks Live Entertainment crew is excited to unveil in 
“Happily Ever After” is the new projection mapping technology. The team began using 
projection mapping in 2010 and currently uses advanced projection mapping with “Celebrate the 
Magic” show, which has been running since 2012. Thanks to successful use of projection 
mapping at the Walt Disney World Resort, this tool has been expanded to Disney Parks around 
the world. To create the best projections for Cinderella’s Castle, Disney Parks Live 
Entertainment crew partnered with experts to bring this show to life. 
 “With projection mapping technology, you can create an immersive environment for 
guests, taking them inside the Disney films,” said James Silson, Disney Parks Show Director. “It 
enables us to flood the palate and give our guests an opportunity to experience many of our 
characters’ worlds within the same show.”  
 You can watch a behind-the-scenes video about Disney Park’s projection mapping 
technology here.  
 
 “Happily Ever After” will feature a new theme song that was written to encourage us to 
follow our most spectacular dreams and never give up on them. The duet is sung by country 
artist Angi Keilhauer and Jordan Fisher, who also sang on the “Moana” sountrack.  



 

 

 “Happily Ever After” will also feature original musical score recorded by a 75-piece 
orchestra in London which includes contemporary versions from a multitude of classic Disney 
films, including "Beauty and the Beast," "Pirates of the Caribbean," "The Jungle Book" and 
many more. 
 Listen to a preview of the new “Happily Ever After” theme song here.  
 According to Executive Creative Director Michael Jung, the show will take park guests 
on a “hero’s journey” with the milestones that we experience - from the dream, to going on the 
journey, to meeting friends, falling in love, facing adversary and overcoming challenge and 
triumph to finding our own happily ever after.  
 “Happily Ever After” show will be replacing the current show, “Wishes: A Magical 
Gathering of Disney Dreams.” Wishes is known as one of the first modern “nighttime 
spectaculars” at Walt Disney World Resort and a staple of the “Kiss Goodnight” at Magic 
Kingdom Park. After almost 15 years, Wishes will run for the last time on May 11, 2017, so be 
prepared to goodbye to the beloved nighttime show before then.  
 Will “Happily Ever After” live up to the current nighttime show “Wishes”? Let us know 
what you think. 
 Be sure to follow the Disney Parks Blog on Twitter and Instagram @WDWParksBlog for 
weekly updates on Disney parks. 


